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‘Third world’ 
public services? 



Commemorating the Battle 
of Waterloo - see page 3 


by Jack Dixon 

PARTS of the Blackdown Hills will be left with “third 
world” public services if the culture of cost-cutting con¬ 
tinues, a parish councillor has warned. 

Graham Long, a member of Upottery Parish Council, 
said he was concerned that rural GP services - and even 
electricity and water supplies - could be under threat. 

The comments follow Devon County Council’s an¬ 
nouncement that a key bus service connecting several 
Blackdowns villages to Taunton will be drastically re¬ 
duced later this year. 

Under the plans, the 387 bus, currently serving residents 
in Monkton, Rawridge, Upottery and Smeatharpe, will be 
cut back from a comprehensive Monday to Friday serv¬ 
ice, to only one day a week. Part of the route, between 
Sidmouth and Honiton, will continue on a second day. 

Stuart Hughes, Devon County Council’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber with responsibility for highway management, says no 
communities will be left entirely isolated by the changes, 
which are set to save £1.7million. 


But Councillor Long said the Blackdowns’ Devon vil¬ 
lages were receiving an unfair deal on bus services. 

He said: “Stuart Hughes justifies this cut as part of 
Devon County Council’s response to the stringent eco¬ 
nomic climate we are continuously told about. 

“Unbelievably however, Devon County Council will 
continue to subsidise the service for Somerset residents 
in Churchinford and Blagdon Hill - despite the fact that 
Somerset County Council provides no subsidy to the 
route whatsoever and that these villages are already pro¬ 
vided with alternative Somerset bus services which will 
not be cut.” 

He added: “Devon residents and Upottery Parish Coun¬ 
cil made a number of creative proposals on how to cut the 
subsidy cost of the weekday 387 service to Taunton with¬ 
out making an 80 per cent reduction to the service, and 
had also said that Devon council tax should not be used 
to subsidise bus services in other counties. All of this has 
been ignored.” 

TURN to page 3 
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Hemyock Branch New Opening times: 

Monday-Friday 

9.30am-11.00am & 4.30pm-6.30pm 
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Honiton Branch 

62 New Street 
Honiton 
EX141BZ 
01404 42750 


Hemyock Branch 

Unit 1c Station Rd Ind Est 
Hemyock 
EX15 3SE 
01823 681067 


Consultation by appointment only 
- 24 hour Emergency 

www.newstreetvets.co.uk 

office@newstreetvets.co.uk 
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Culmhead, Nr Taunton, Tel: 01823 421073 
Bed & Breakfast and Self-catering 
suites available all year round 
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motItesting 


Book your MOT online for a 
10 % DISCOUNT 



01460 65671 
www.motchard.co.uk 
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OFFROAD VEHICLE EQUIPMENT Tel: 01404 891121 


Land Rover Parts & Accessories .... 
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BARRON’S 

2 HOLYROOD STREET, CHARD 

01460 63593 

Outdoor Clothing 

Also stockists of 

BARBOUR, 

LE CHAMEAU 


(JJ berghaus 


LIVE EM ADVEWIME 


Stockists of Berghaus footwear 

www.barronschard.co.uk 
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News from the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Councillors recommend £500,000 budget 
for purchase of gypsy and traveller sites 


THE district council is to move forward 
with plans to identify and secure ac¬ 
commodation for gypsies and travellers 
in East Devon after councillors ap¬ 
proved officers’ recommendations at a 
cabinet meeting. 

A study of gypsy and traveller accom¬ 
modation requirements, commissioned in 
partnership with other Devon local au¬ 
thorities and completed in spring this year, 
has proved that there is a need for the 
council to allocate sites for these people. 

These sites could appear in the Local 
Plan, but to avoid further delay the council 
will be asking the Local Plan Inspector for 
permission to produce a Gypsy and Trav¬ 
eller Plan, which will identify specific 
sites for gypsies and travellers, as well as 
travelling showpeople. This document is 
expected to be adopted for use in 2016. 

While the Gypsy and Traveller Plan is 
being produced, planning applications for 
new or extended sites will be assessed 
against the Local Plan’s development 
management policies, which will ensure 
that there is no delay in decision making, 
which could otherwise put gypsies and 
travellers at a disadvantage. 

Local authorities are required by the 
Government to assess the need for gypsy 
and traveller pitches in their respective 
areas and to ensure that there are enough 
sites to meet that need for the next five 
years. 

If the inspector gives his approval to this 
approach, the council will canvass opin¬ 
ion among the gypsies and travellers com¬ 
munities, to ask them for their views on 
what the Gypsy and Traveller Plan should 
incorporate. This could be followed by a 
call for sites, which have potential for ac¬ 
commodation use. 


It may be that the council has to become 
a site provider in its own right or partner 
with other organisations, to provide new 
sites. There are numerous local examples, 
such as in South Somerset, where coun¬ 
cil-owned sites are operating very suc¬ 
cessfully and generating a profitable 
income stream. 

Councillors have approved allocating a 
proposed budget of £500,000 to purchase 
one or more gypsy and traveller sites, 
which will need to be funded by borrow¬ 
ing from council reserves or savings. 
However, funding may be available from 
the Homes and Communities Agency Af¬ 
fordable Housing Programme. Further 
sources of finance available to the council 
include a New Homes Bonus (£6,000- 
£6350 per pitch upon occupation), and 
grants from the Department for Commu¬ 
nities and Local Government, which 
would also help contribute to funding. 

South Somerset’s council owned sites 
have already shown that it is possible to 
operate gypsy and traveller accommoda¬ 
tion at a profit. Their sites made a surplus 
of £32,400 in 2013/2014 and it appears 
that rents and utility bills are all paid 
promptly. On this basis, East Devon be¬ 
lieves there is no reason why its own sites 
should not be financially viable and pro¬ 
vide a solid income, which together with 
grants and the New Homes Bonus would 
enable a significant part of the £500,000 
loan to be paid. 

Levels of need revealed by the study 

• 37 additional gypsy pitches are needed 
between 2014 and 2034, with 22 of these 
being required in the first five years. 

• Three new travelling showpeople 
pitches are wanted, with one of these 
needed in the first five years. 


• Between four to five temporary/emer¬ 
gency stopping places in Devon with at 
least one in East Devon, within the first 
five years. 

• 23 houses are required for gypsies and 
travellers, but this can be met through the 
council’s own general housing stock. 

The most obvious place to search for 
new sites appears to be on the western 
side of East Devon, centred around the 
M5/A30. 

Commenting on the proposals, Council¬ 
lor Paul Diviani, leader of East Devon 
District Council said: “We have already 
seen a recent approach - similar to the one 
we are asking the Inspector to consider - 
used successfully in West Dorset. With 
this precedent already set, we will be visiting 
gypsy and traveller communities to look 
at ways of expanding their accommodation. 

“It will not be easy meeting their needs. 


Finding privately owned sites, which are 
suitable for gypsies and travellers, is ex¬ 
tremely difficult and is further compli¬ 
cated by the cost of buying and laying out 
new pitches. Gypsies and travellers have 
long historical links with this part of the 
country, so it is up to us to take the lead in 
assessing the needs of these people along¬ 
side the settled population and ensuring 
that everyone’s requirements are ade¬ 
quately met in our plan. 

“It has recently been difficult to prevent 
encampments in East Devon because we 
haven’t met our needs. However, I am 
confident that our new strategy will meet 
the requirements of our gypsy and trav¬ 
eller communities and this in turn will put 
us in a strong position to defend our coun¬ 
tryside - much of which is designated an 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty - 
from unlawful camps.” 



FOLLOWING the election in May there are plenty of new faces on He- 
myock Parish Council. 

Members are pictured - back row, left to right: Roy Calcraft, Nick Moon, 
Simon Clist (Vice-Chair), Tim Barton, Neil Punnett. Front row: Jocelyn 
Pritchard, Penny Lawrence, Paul Doble, Donna Evans (Parish Clerk), 
Heather Stallard (Chair), Lance Povah. 


Blackdown Hills Transition Group: Building local resilience 
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THE Blackdown Hills Transition Group held their 
June AGM to appoint officers, appraise the previous 
year and take a brief look forward. 

Set up about six years ago, the group looks at sus¬ 
tainability for themselves and local communities as a 
response to climate change and depletion of carbon 
based energy resources. 

The group covers all of the Blackdown Hill parishes 
and regular members attend from a Upottery, Church- 
stanton, Clayhidon, Honiton, Buckland St Mary, Feni- 
ton, Yarcombe, Dunkeswell and Hemyock. Some have 
undertaken transition training at Totness and are reg¬ 
istered with the Transition Movement. Members meet 
bi-monthly, have a constitution and officers. 

The aims of The Blackdown Hills Transition Group 
are: 

• To act as a hub to resource, facilitate and supply 
transition tool kits, knowledge awareness and mentor¬ 
ing for sustainable change for communities in the 
Blackdown Hill s 

• To promote links with interested parties, parish and 
district councils and encourage transition and green is¬ 
sues. A representative sits on the Blackdown Hills 
AONB Partnership Committee. 

The meeting reviewed what was achieved by the 
group in 2014/15. This included: 

1. Successfully securing a grant from the BH AONB 
Sustainable Development Fund for additional apple 
pressing equipment, an electric crusher and pasteuriser 
to add to the manual presses and crushers for use on 
Apple Days and for loan to communities and individ¬ 
uals in the Blackdown Hills. 

2. Three successful apple crushing days held at Otter- 
head Lodge and Stentwood Farm in October 

3. Attending events in order to support and encourage, 
including Churchinford Plant Sale, Woodland Fair in 
June 2014 and the BH AONB organised “Goodlife in 
the Blackdown Hill s “ event in Hemyock. 

4. Two seed swaps in March at Stentwood Farm and 
at Churchinford Market. 

5. Organising a local husting event at Dunkeswell 1 


prior to the General Election focussed on Blackdown 
Hills issues and concerns. 

6. Monthly articles on transition topics for publication 
in Blackdown Hills Parish Magazines and newsletters. 
Maintaining the Blackdown Hills Transition Website. 

7. Supporting community schemes, for example 
Upper Culm Community Land Trust application for a 
grant from DECC Community Energy Competition 
for the provision of LED lighbulbs to Hemyock and 
Clayhidon residents. 

8. Supporting and participating in bi-monthly Honiton 
Community Cafe film nights focussed on ecological 
and environmental issues. 

9. Individual participation in the preparation of local 
Neighbourhood Plans in a number of parishes. 


Looking forward to the year ahead, Jim Rogan, 
chairman of Blackdown Hill s Transition Group said: 
“We will continue our stated aims and look for new 
opportunities and events. Local sustainability remains 
our primary objective in meeting modem challenges 
particularly renewable energy production, encourag¬ 
ing local food production reducing food miles and re¬ 
cycling. 

“Our next transition meeting is August so please 
consult the website for date and venue. 

“If you fancy meeting others with a concern for local 
resilience to meet the challenges of climate change 
and energy depletion come along and join in or contact 
us via the website www.blackdownhillstransition.org.” 


RECRUITMENT ADVERTISING 


SUPflCPT 

DEVELOPERS OF HIGH MOBILITY VEHICLES 


PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST REQUIRED (Permanent) 

Salary £16k pro rata depending on experience 

We are looking for a professional receptionist. The candidate must be a team player with a 
positive, flexible and friendly approach to work. In addition to carrying out general reception duties 
and booking travel and accommodation, you will also assist with basic HR admin. 

0800-1715 - Wednesday 
0800-1715 - Thursday 
0800-1630 - Friday 

The successful candidate must be available to cover our full time receptionist for holidays. 

Applications in writing with a covering letter and current CV to: Lynda@supacat.com 

Closing date: Monday 20 July 2015 
Supacat Limited, The Airfield, Dunkeswell, Honiton, Devon EX14 4LF 
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■ KATHY Laing with the letter from the Cabinet Office that she thought 
must be a joke 


Honour for hard-working Kathy 


A COMMUNITY stalwart thought 
someone was "having a laugh" by 
sending her a fake letter to say she 
would be awarded a British Empire 
Medal (BEM) in the Queen’s Birthday 
2015 Honours List. 

But the correspondence was gen¬ 
uine, so Kathy Laing will, indeed, be 
awarded a BEM for her services to 
the community of Dalwood. 

She was away visiting her son, 
Stephen, and grandchildren in Sus¬ 
sex when her daughter, Sophie, 
phoned to say what looked like a very 
important letter had arrived. 

Sophie asked for permission to 
open it, and Kathy agreed. When told 
of the award, Kathy told her daugh¬ 


ter: "Don't be silly, it is someone hav¬ 
ing a laugh." But it wasn't. 

Kathy has been involved with many 
Dalwood-based organisations, and is 
currently chairing the parish council, 
the village hall committee and the 
community shop committee. She is 
also involved with Cory Valley Com¬ 
munity Land Trust. 

When asked why she thought 
somebody decided to nominate her 
for the award, she said: "I have no 
idea. I'm just generally involved in 
various fundraising initiatives for 
good causes - we are always 
fundraising for something here. 

"I've got to credit all hard-working 
individuals in Dalwood who make it 


T HE Wellington Mon¬ 
ument, the tallest 
three-sided obelisk in 
the world, which stands at 
the highest point fo the 
Blackdown Hills was illumi¬ 
nated on Thursday June 18th 
- for the first time in more 
than a decade, to mark the 
200th anniversary of the 
Battle of Waterloo. 

Over 100 people including 
MP Rebecca Pow turned out 
to witness the illumination. 
The Duke of Wellington’s 
success at the battle in Bel¬ 
gium was a decisive mo¬ 
ment in history - not only 
for Europe but the world. 
The defeat of Napoleon her¬ 
alded the start of a new era 
of relative peace and pros¬ 
perity in Europe following a 
series of wars that had been 
ongoing since the French 
Revolution in the 1790s. 

The National Trust-owned 
monument was built as a 
tribute to the Duke’s success 
and funded by public sub¬ 
scription. 

The foundation stone was 
laid in 1817 but work paused 
when the money ran out and 
the Duke of Wellington fell 
out of favour. 

The Duke visited Wellington 
only once but never visited 
the monument site itself. 
Today the monument is an 


Remembering 
the Iron Duke 



REBECCA Pow (right) with Helen Sharpe from the National 
Trust switch on the lights at Wellington Monument. 

Photo Alain Lockyer 


inspirational landmark seen by millions of 
motorists travelling along the M5. 

The National Trust, however, had to fence 
off the tower eight years ago because of 
falling debris. 

Fundraising campaigns for restoration 
work have yet to reach their target and ear¬ 
lier this month local MP Rebecca Pow ap¬ 


pealed in the House of Commons for the Government to 
find “a little pot of money” to restore it in time for 2017 - 
the 200th anniversary of the laying of the first stone. 

Ms Pow said: “"I am now working with the National Trust 
and we hope to meet with local groups in due course to con¬ 
sider the potential for restoring the monument. It is such a 
significant landmark which marks the gateway to the South 
West that I feel very strongly that it should be saved.” 


Third world’ 
public services 

FROM page 1 

Cllr Hughes said residents’ concerns had 
been listened to during a consultation pe¬ 
riod earlier this year and that feedback 
had been taken on board. 

He said: “This is the first time that we 
have proposed making public transport 
service reductions for four years, and a 
budget reduction of this magnitude is 
impossible to implement without some 
impact. 

“However, we are fulfilling our com¬ 
mitment not to leave any communities 
entirely isolated. The revised proposals 
reduce the number of affected passenger 
trips from 400,000 to just under 170,000, 
which means that 96 per cent of passen¬ 
ger trips on our supported network will 
carry on unaffected.” 

Despite the reassurances, Cllr Long 
said he feared that the service was being 
prepared for full withdrawal - a move 
that risked accentuating the divide be¬ 
tween urban and rural communities. 

“We already have dustbins emptied 
every two weeks when they used to be 
emptied weekly,” he said. 

“Our Post Office operates for only half 
a day a week, the mobile library service 
has disappeared, and grass verge cutting, 
pothole filling and drain gully cleaning 
have all been reduced. How long will it 
be before rural postal deliveries are con¬ 
sidered too expensive to be provided 
daily? 

“We are already declared ‘out of pro¬ 
gramme’ by the Devon County Council- 
run Superfast Broadband Programme - 
perhaps we should worry that our GP, 
telephone, electricity and water services 
could all follow. Rural Devon would 
then truly be a third world county.” 


OXFORD SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
PRESENTS 


TWELFTH NIGHT 

SUNDAY 16 th AUGUST 2015 


IN THE GARDENS OF 
LAMB & FLAG, BLAGD0N HILL 

OUTSTANDING OPEN AIR THEATRE! 
BACK THIS SUMMER FOR THEIR 
TENTH YEAR RUNNING! 

MATINEE AND EVENING PERFORMANCE 


FURTHER DETAILS AVAILABLE ON 01823 421736 

www.lambandflag.co.uk 


Barleymow’s 

Maize Maze & Outdoor Activities...a lun day out ior all the family 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Sat 18th JULY to Mon 31st AUG 2015 
9.30am - 5pm (Last Entry 4pm) 

FARM SHOP & RESTAURANT 
8.30am - 5pm (all year round) 

Just V 2 mile west of Chard on the A30 follow the yellow signs 

Tel: 01460 62130 www.barleymowsfarmshop.co.uk 
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■ CELEBRATION: The Reverend Canon Hugh Thomson-Glover 


A LARGE group of people from the Upper Culm Val¬ 
ley Mission Community of Hemyock with Culm 
Davy, Clayhidon and Culmstock met together at All 
Saints Church, Culmstock for a service of Holy Com¬ 
munion which was conducted by The Reverend 
Canon Hugh Thomson-Glover. 

The service had a very special meaning as it marked 
60 years since the canon was ordained Priest at St 


Paul’s Cathedral on Trinity Sunday in 1955. 

A presentation of a case of wine and a cake was 
made to the canon at the end of the service and a beau¬ 
tiful floral arrangement given to his wife Geraldine. 

Amidst all the congratulaions everyone was invited 
to enjoy a glass of wine and cake following the serv¬ 
ice. 


Cricket Club are pictured en- Upgrade for Churchinford 

joying the recent improve- i i • i • 

ments to their pavilion made CflCKCt ClUD P&VlllOfl 
possible by an award of 
£13,804.14 from Viridor Cred¬ 
its Environmental Company 
through the Landfill Commu¬ 
nities Fund. 

The Churchinford Pavilion 
is also used regularly by the 
Football Club and the Black- 
down Hills Music Group, who 
especially appreciate the 
new door and puddle-free car 
park. 

The pavilion is available for 
private hire and is a great 
place for parties, meetings or 
regular sessions. 

More details through the 
CCC website churchin- 
fordcc.jimdo.com 



c//iLlowbrook 

i NURSERY AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 


We have a wide choice of Summer 
flowering plants & hanging baskets 



DULFORD 

NURSERIES 

Cullompton 


Tree & Shrub Specialists 


A choice selection of roses, shrubs 
climbers, perennials, clematis, 
herbs, ferns, grasses 81 more... 


’Ah resolution Wine Shop. 
Richard's Aquatic Centre, Pet Shop, 
H;-0 Canine therapy, Sheds 


CAFE and TEA-ROOM 
Relax outside in the Summer Sun 
...we cook great food alt day 


Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 


On the mam A3B Taunton/Wellington 
TEIEPHONF - 01873 461324 

awn w ii owbrovlirunivtysndgdnJcncvbtri! co.u* 


dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 


On song in Somerset 



■ ALL AMERICAN: Somerset Songsters perform in An American Celebration, and 
below, in a 100-hymn marathon 


A GROUP of seven singers from 
Somerset Songsters, accompa¬ 
nied on piano by Frances, Webb 
brought a touch of magic to He¬ 
myock when they presented An 
American Celebration. 

The programme featured leg¬ 
ends of American popular music 
through the ages, from Irving 
Berlin and Cole Porter to Elvis 
and the Beach Boys. 

Opening with Over There (The 
Yanks are Coming) set the 
evening off to a foot-tapping start 
as the audience of around 100 re¬ 
membered songs from years past, 
with teenagers being introduced 
to many of them. The haunting 
Moonlight Serenade followed, 
sung by Mary Miller and then by 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah sung by the 


newly formed close harmony 
group, Fine Tuned, consisting of 
Kevin Fisher, Chris Marchmont, 
Murray Porter and Robert Mor¬ 
gan. 

Solos and duets along with the 
close harmony group interspered 
with a brief introduction of each 
saw the first half of the pro¬ 
gramme include songs such as 
Breaking Up Is Hard To Do, 
Fove Me Tender, Falling In Fove 
With Fove and the very hu¬ 
mourous Hello Muddah! Hello 
Faddah! performed by Robert 
Morgan. 

Following the interlude, when 
wine, coffees and nibbles were 
available the second half of the 
programme began with the song 
made famous by Ethel Merman - 


There's No Business Fike Show 
Business - sung by Mary Miller, 
Pat Moore and Ann Hains. Blue 
Velvet, Dream A Fittle Dream Of 
Me, Stardust, Simple Gifts, Won¬ 
derful Wonderful Day and It's 
Not Opera (I tawd I saw A Puddy 
Cat a eweeping Up On Me) 
showed the versatility and talent 
of the Songsters as the concert 
ended with warm applause. 

The concert which had free 
entry was organised by the 
Friends of St Mary's and held at 
the Parish Chuch raising a profit 
of over £200 in retiring dona¬ 
tions. 

Somerset Songsters can be 
commisioned to compile a 
themed show and can be con¬ 
tacted on 01278 652226 or email 
robsmorgan @ btinternet .com. 



SOMERSET Songsters were also 
in action aiming to sing the first 
and last verses of 100 hymns in a 
fundraising event organised by 
the Friends of St Mary's, Hemy¬ 
ock. 

Using the parish church book - 


Hymns Old & New - around 20 
people took part singing such 
favourites as All Things Bright 
and Beautiful, He Who Would 
Valiant Be, Fight the Good Fight 
and, appropriately for Trinity 
Sunday Holy, Holy, Holy. Or¬ 


ganist for the sponsored event 
was Ron White. 

The songsters took a break 
after the first 50 hymns to enjoy 
tea and cake before completing 
their musical marathon. 


MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MACHINERY, 
FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404891655 
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Blackdowns 
contact Alex 
Phryce-Jones 
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35750 
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Blackdowns clubs and organisations 


Bishopswood Ladies 


O N a fine June evening , after welcoming members, 
chairperson Tricia Taylor introduced the 
evening’s speaker, Richard Kay, from Lawrence 
Fine Art Auctioneers, who spoke entertainingly on what 
he considered to be an auctioneers ten commandments. 
Among the most amusing or surprising points were these: 
An auctioneer should... 

Never judge the contents of a house by its address. 
Richard had once been asked to value some family paint¬ 
ings in a very small cluttered cottage. There was a large 
picture on the wall which dominated the room, acquired 
to pay off a gambling debt in the nl9th century and con¬ 
sidered by its owners to be of very little value. Close in¬ 
spection indicated that this was a genuine Bruegal, which 
Richard valued, to the amazement of its owners, at 
£750,000. It later sold at auction for £790,000. 

Know that there is nothing in a kitchen cupboard that 
can clean an oil painting, not Domestos, hairspray, Nitro- 
mors, milk or even dog’s urine! 

Be for ever baffled by the popularity of Ebay. Weird 
objects sold include a potato crisp in the shape of the 
pope’s mitre and a toasted sandwich bearing what might 
be interpreted as an image of the Virgin Mary. These ob¬ 
jects sold for more than £1,000 each! 

Never forget that the business is about people and be 
kind to those who have to dispose of items of sentimental 
but little objective value. 

Be astounded by what people collect, corkscrews, bis¬ 
cuit tins, empty picture frames, hammers, chisels and 
even dinosaur droppings, to name but a few. 

Richard ended his talk by telling the meeting of the 
huge boost to trade provided by the internet with sales 
now being made all over the world. 

Everyone then enjoyed delicious refreshments provided 
by Pru Rose, Hazel Tucker and Rosemary Ward-Smith. 
The helpful speaker ended his evening by putting away 
the table and chairs! 

Next month there will be a Summer Supper in Rose¬ 
mary Ward-Smith’s beautiful garden. 


Blackdown Hills Gardening Club 


THE gardening club outing to Chideock Manor, 
Chideock, Dorset, DT6 6LF will take place on Sunday, 
July 19th at 2pm. The cost is £10, including teas and 
home made cake, to view seven acres of formal and in¬ 
formal gardens. 

On Sunday, August 16th the club will be visiting Bur¬ 
row Farm Gardens, Dalwood, EX13 7ET at 1pm if you 
wish to bring a picnic, or 2pm for entry to gardens of 13 
acres. Tickets cost £6 group visitor rate. 

On Wednesday, September 2nd members will be visit¬ 
ing Castle Drogo, Drewsteignton, EX6 6PB at 5pm for 
teas, with the tour starting at 5.45pm. No charge. Take 
tea or coffee in the tearoom, then a private after hours tour 
with the gardener including hidden places not open to the 
public. 

Everyone is very welcome to any event, see www.upot- 
tery.com, click BHGC link for details. 


Churchstanton Covered Market 


CHURCHINFORD and District Village Hall plays host 
to this successful village market on the first Saturday in 
each month. 

This lively market is open from 9am until noon and of¬ 
fers a diverse variety of stalls selling such things as fresh 
farm meats and meat products, children’s books, cards of 
all sorts, picture framing, vegetables, crystal jewellery, 
wood products, jig saw puzzles for charity, custom leather 
goods and more besides. 

Marketeers enter into the spirit of several themed mar¬ 
kets each year by dressing up appropriately. In September 
for example, the market theme will be based upon Alice 
in Wonderland. 

Entry to the market is free. A popular raffle allows, for 
the purchase of a modest £1 ticket, the chance to win a 
weekend roast. 

Should anyone wish to hire a table to market their prod¬ 
ucts, possibly once or twice a year, please contact Jeremy, 
either at the Market or by calling 07779531668. Small 
table hire fee - £2.00 per visit or large table hire £3.50. 


Sampford Arundel Wl 


The words “Oh wow” were frequently heard at Sampford 
Arundel WI’s June meeting, following the celebrations 
marking the centenary of the British WI this year. 

The highlights were the Buckingham Palace Garden 
party enjoyed by the member representing the WI and 
the National AGM at the Royal Albert Hall attended by 
the Queen, Sophie, Countess of Wessex, and the Princess 
Royal - plus five members of Sampford’s WI - a delegate, 
two observers, a steward, and a dual member. 

The delegate gave a report of the AGM the highlight of 
which was, of course, the royal presence and Her 
Majesty’s speech of the change in women’s lives, and the 
achievement and growth of the W.I. 

The most important part of the proceedings was un¬ 
usual. The resolution concerning the cost and comparison 
of health versus social care evoked strong opinions, and 
eventually it was abandoned. The subject was felt to be 
too vital not to have a resolution that could be effectively 
campaigned for, and they moved to the next item - lunch. 

This is always an amazing event, with thousands of 
women sitting round the Albert Memorial. 

The speakers were all excellent - Dr Lucy Worsley, 
whose documentary about the WI will be televised 
shortly, spoke of her work in charge of Britain’s uninhab¬ 
ited castles; Tanny Grey-Thompson, herself the epitome 
of ‘an inspiring woman’ said it was her parents’ influence 
that had helped her achieve. And Helena Morrissey, a 
business woman with nine children, who denied that she 
led an organised life (no one believed her)! 

The day had been shared in spirit and sight on screens 
around the whole country, and it was felt that watchers 
had been able to capture the atmosphere of the ‘real’ 
event. There had been ‘live’ link-ups with Wales (where 
the original British WI started 99 years and 9 months 
ago), Devon and Cheshire. An amazing and unique oc¬ 
casion. Never has Jerusalem been sung so magnificently, 
with so many tears. 

• LUCKY W.I.members chosen by ballot from Somerset 


found themselves in a sea of ladies, dressed in their best 
- with hats - entering through the famous gates of Buck¬ 
ingham Palace for a Royal Garden party, to celebrate the 
centenary year of the WI. in Britain 
At the sight of beefeaters in their distinctive uniform 
groups moved to greet their royal hosts, Camilla, Duchess 
of Cornwall, Princess Alexandra, Sophie, Countess of 
Wessex and the Duchess of Gloucester. 

The ‘original’ Calendar Girls were also there (dressed 
of course). 

The tea was excellent (although one male attendant said 
he thought the WI would have bought their own cakes) 
After a short stroll to see the gardens and lakes, the mag¬ 
ical day of which all those chosen felt such pride in taking 
part in came to a close. 


Hemyock WI 


HEMYOCK WI members met in Forbes Loungeand were 
welcomed by the vice president Brenda Calcraft with spe¬ 
cial welcome for two new nembers. 

Brenda introduced Kerry Wratton who gave a very in¬ 
teresting talk about acupuncture. Kerry became interested 
in the subject after benefitting from this form of treatment 
following a serious traffic accident. She is now fully qual¬ 
ified and works in Hemyock and Ilminster. 

There is a growing recognition of this form of therapy 
which has been used in the Eastern World for 5,000 years. 
Kerry sometimes uses 'cupping', and demonstrated this 
on a volunteer. The needles she uses are so incredibly 
fine, not at all like the ones used to take blood samples at 
the local surgery. Acupuncture is being recognised by the 
medical profession as useful, alternative medicine. Kerry 
uses herbs and special oils, samples of which were passed 
around. 

Kerry was thanked by Brenda and she was asked to 
judge the competition for a ‘holiday souvenir'. A brass 
dish with camels on from Abu Dhabi came first, while 
Barbara's beautiful lupin won the flower competition. Re¬ 
freshments were served by Mary and Daphne after which 
brains were put to use in solving challenging quizzes. 


A.G. 



Axminster Garden Machinery 


• Sales • Service • Spares 

...small enough to care...Big enough to cope 
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O Simplicity 
YAMMAR BEAR CAT 


SNAPPER 

ELIET 

(^) WALKER 


solo 




DANARM 



Come and visit our 
large showroom 


Unit 1A Weycroft Avenue, Millwey Rise, Axminster EX13 5HU 

Tel: 01297 631186 

www.axminstergardenmachinery.co.uk 


®force FALCONS 

Parachute Display Team 


TTKILE 





On the day: Adults £14 - Advance tickets: Adults £12 
Children Go Free!*, Free Bus!, Free Parking 
Advance tickets available on-line at www.melplashshow.co.uk 

* if accompanied by an adult t Free Bus from Lyme Regis, Charmouth, Chideock & Bridport 
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Silage looking pretty in pink! 

■ YOU'VE seen green ones, black ones and white ones, but now there 
are pink silage bales in the lovely Culm Valley. 

Nicola and John Bendle of Gladhayes first saw pink wrap when they 
were on holiday in New Zealand in February, and found out it was for 
Breast Cancer awareness and fundraising. 

So they asked for it when they got home and managed to get some from 
Martin Waterman of Tiverton. 



A CHEQUE for £516. 82 was handed to Sheila Tutt from SURE (Somer¬ 
set Unit for Radiotherapy) by Hemyock Short Mat Bowls Club vice chair¬ 
man Sally Clist. 

The money was raised at the second Gill Lyons charity Bowls Tourna¬ 
ment, held in memory of a past bowler which attracted 12 teams.The final 
was contested between Uffculme and Willand and was won by Uffculme. 


Summer of love - loving tribute to Ray 


by Anders Larsson 

A CHARDSTOCK landlord has been praised for 
handing his pub over to his local community for 
a major fundraising event. 

The hippy-themed Summer of Love Party was put to¬ 
gether by the team behind Chardstock’s annual Street 
Fayre to raise money for Hospiscare and Axminster- 
based counselling charity ARC. 

It was run in memory of Ray Smith, a former vice- 



PRAISED: Pub landlord Dominic Dixon in 
hippy gear 


chairman of Street Fayre and local rock 
musician, who died of cancer in Febru¬ 
ary. Both charities supported Mr Smith 
and his family. 

Dominic Dixon, who runs The George 
Inn, handed over the pub’s courtyard, 
skittle alley and garden to the event, 
which is estimated to have raised a total 
of about £1,500. Mr Dixon even allowed 
his pub to be wrapped in flowers for the 
day, cutting and hand-painting around 60 
plywood daisies, which were festooned 
from ropes around the pub. 

More than 20 musicians from as far 
apart as Exeter and Norwich played free 
of charge for around 11 hours during the 
event. 

They included young Devon singer- 
songwriters Holly Morwenna and Aaron 
Samuel, who often perform benefit gigs 
as part of the #TeensSupportHospice 
fundraising group. 


Norwich party-rock band Stone Soda 
made a 600-mile round trip to headline 
the event. Lead guitarist Neil Thomas is 
the nephew of Street Fayre team member 
and Summer of Love organiser Mick 
Whitworth, whose own band, The Win¬ 
dow Trees, also played. 

Mr Whitworth, a former band mate of 
Ray Smith, said: “It was hugely moving 
that so many musicians were prepared to 
give up their time for ARC and Axmin- 
ster. 

“The whole event really seemed to re¬ 
ally strike a chord with our community - 
the place was packed from mid-after¬ 
noon, and people were digging deep to 
put cash into our collecting boxes.” Lyme 
Bay Winery, Portlebay Popcorn and Lus- 
combe Drinks were among the Devon 
firms who provided free stock to support 
the Summer of Love party. 



■ CIRCULAR: Hula hoop performer Julia Harley dancing to The 
Window Trees 


facebook 


BLACKDOWN 
BEER FEST 


Friday August 7 th 6pm — 1230 am 
Saturday August 8™1pm — 12am 

l 



• Bucking Bronco 

• Fun and Games 

• Good Food 

• Camping 


Of 3 « 

- - 4 

Real Ale 

Cider 

Wine 

Live Music 




Cherry Hayes Farm, 
Smeatharpe, EX 14 9RD 
Just 10 mins from Honiton 

www.blackdownbeerfestival.co.uk 
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: = Lentells 

^ Chartered Certified Accountants 

TAXING 

TIMES? 

For friendly, professional advice 
call Adrian Stallard on 

01823 286274 


www.lentells.co.uk 

Accountancy • Business Advice *Tax 
Payroll ‘Audit • & Much More. 


Lentells Accountants 


Lentells Accountants offer a friendly, 
professional and cost-effective service 
with offices in Taunton, Chard and 
Seaton. 

We go a great deal further than sim¬ 
ply ensuring our clients comply with 
legislation and meet statutory dead¬ 
lines. We pride ourselves on develop¬ 



ing long lasting relationships based on 
a thorough understanding of our 
clients’ businesses, the sectors in 
which they operate and their own per¬ 
sonal goals. 

We have amassed considerable ex¬ 
perience across a broad range of busi¬ 
ness sectors including agriculture and 
tourism. We work with a number of 
local businesses and offer advice to 
anyone thinking of starting their own 
business or becoming self employed. 

In addition we can advise on all as¬ 
pects of estate planning including 
help in drawing up and reviewing 
Wills, dealing with Probate and gen¬ 
eral estate administration. 

We offer a comprehensive service 
for all our clients, including payroll 
and Auto Enrolment, bookkeeping 
and VAT return preparation. 

Please contact us for a free initial 
meeting to discuss any financial or ac¬ 
countancy issues. 

Taunton 01823 286274 

taunton@lentells.co.uk Chard 01460 
64441 chard@lentells.co.uk Seaton 
01297 20584 seaton@lentells.co.uk 


To advertise in View from 
the Blackdowns 
contact Alex Phryce-Jones 
alex@tindlenews.co.uk 


f DULFORD 

NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 


Agricultural 


V'. 


Eat 


1890 «* 


(Hosts to The West of England Hound Show) 



Thursday 6th August 2015 

Celebrating 125 years 


ACTION PACKED MAIN RING 

• The Moto Stunt International Stunt Team 

• Little Nippers Terrier Racing Display Team 

• Grand Parade of Livestock • Alpacas, Cattle, Horses & Sheep 

DONKEY RIDES • VINTAGE TRACTORS • DOG & POULTRY SHOWS 
PROFESSOR TWISTOPHER’S PUNCH & JUDY (AS SEEN ON DOWNTON ABBEY) 


Children (Under 16) Free Entry when accompanied by an adult 


A fantastic day out for all the family, gates open at 8.00am 

Tickets in advance just £13.50 

Secretary; Marcelle Connor, Bank House, 66a High Street, 

Honiton, Devon EX141PS 

www.honitonshow.co.uk 




































View from the Blackdown Hills 


July 2015 9 



▼ T 1 


AT 

phXHU' 


The Blackdown 
Hills Cheese Co 

THE BLACKDOWN Hills Cheese Co is situated in the heart 
of the Blackdowns, just outside Churchinford. Julie Wing 
started making cheese in her small dairy in January, using 
milk from her neighbour’s herd of cows. She has developed 
a delicious range of creamy tasting soft cheeses, including 
one washed with a local cider - a particular favourite. 

Come along to the stand at the Honiton Show and talk to 
Julie about her cheeses, where there will be an opportunity 
to taste the range and buy cheeses too. 



Honiton Show 

THE Honiton & District Agricultural Association are 
celebrating a magnificent 125 years in 2015. Join in the 
fun and festivities at the Honiton Show on Thursday 6th 
August. 

The Grand Parade is one of the many highlights of the 
main ring activities where the day’s livestock winners 
proudly parade. The 2015 main ring will be a hive of 
activity with fantastic acts including two first time vis¬ 
itors to Honiton; Moto Stunts International; the UK’s 
largest stunt team, including large static car jumps, fire 
stunts, race quads, motorcycle stunts and specialist ve¬ 
hicles, and the Little Nippers Terrier Racing Display 
Team which will keep you all entertained. 

“The Sheep Show” returns to Honiton with its humor¬ 
ous, educational, live stage show all about sheep, don’t 
miss is the sheep shearing and their “dancing sheep”! 
Whilst on the subject of sheep we introduce new classes 
this year for Zwartbles, a fascinating breed who origi¬ 
nate from the Netherlands and were first imported in the 
early 1990’s. 

The lower field incorporates all that is countryside 
with hurdle making, ferret racing, a blacksmiths guild 
and a trip down memory lane with a vintage tractor sec¬ 
tion with over 100 vehicles on display. 

New to the rural skills are the The Devon & Cornwall 
Master Thatchers who will be demonstrating this won¬ 
derful craft part of villages cultural heritage. 

Honiton plays host to the West of England Hound 
Show, a show within a show, which attracts a huge fol¬ 
lowing countrywide. There is the wonderful dog show 
comprising both pedigree and fun classes for the pet 
pooch. If chickens are your interest we have a fantastic 
poultry show and sale. 

We have entertainment in abundance for children with 
Professor Twistopher’s Punch and Judy, as seen on the 
hugely popular and wildly acclaimed television series 
Downton Abbey or maybe a donkey ride will interest. 
With over 400 trade stands, including crafts, shopping 
and a fabulous food hall there really is something for 
everyone. We have a huge and diverse range of food 
courts to tickle your taste buds with local caterers offer¬ 
ing the very best produce. 

Honiton prides itself on being a truly traditional agri¬ 
cultural show with a unique atmosphere it brings new 
and traditional agriculture together so make a note in the 
diary, 6th August, we all look forward to welcoming 
you. Don’t forget accompanied under 16’s are free. 
Make savings and purchase your advance tickets now 
for just £13.50 per adult for a whole day of entertain¬ 
ment. For further details on the show or details on be¬ 
coming a member of the Association with all its benefits 
please contact the secretary on 01404 41794 or visit the 
website www.honitonshow.co.uk or follow us on twitter 
@ honitonsho w 1890. 


Cosmic 

Professional Digital Agency 



"COSMIC is a professional digital agency based in 
Honiton, East Devon. We design, build & host web¬ 
sites and support organisations with social media, 
search engine optimisation and pay-per-click consul¬ 
tancy and management. We also provide expertise 
through IT technical support, IT training, leadership 
and social enterprise consultancy. Cosmic is a social 
enterprise, which means our business has a social aim; 
to ensure the benefits of living in a digital world are 
available to everyone." 






In the Blackdowns Marquee 
at Honiton Show! 


♦ 


' 


.nicolawemer.com 

01823 680957 


The blackdown'Wild Marquee 

In the lower field new the Toctl Hall at the Hotiiton Shota Thursday 6 ituquat 2015 

LOCAL businesses, craftsmen and women offering unique 
products and services, come together in our marquee for Black- 
down Hills businesses and supporters, in an array of exhibits 
and activities giving you a unique experience at the Honiton 
Show this year. 

Once again we will show case mral crafts in front of the mar¬ 
quee. There will be a range of local craftsmen and women of¬ 
fering childrens' activities and demonstrations throughout the 
day. This will include Wildside Experience and Escot Educa¬ 
tion & Camp Wild! The Blackdown Hills Hedge Association 
and Blackdown Hills Woodland Association will also demon¬ 
strate techniques as well as providing details of Hedge events 
and courses run by their organisation. 

The Blackdown Hills marquee offers a diverse range of local 
interest organisations and businesses offering unique products 
and services from the area. See the list below. 

Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Part¬ 
nership 

The AONB Partnership funds a small staff team based in He- 
myock. The team's activities include: planning how best to 
manage the countryside; working with conservationists, farm¬ 
ers and landowners; supporting local communities and enter¬ 
prise and promoting enjoyment and understanding of the 
landscape. Tel 01823 680681 www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk 

Blackdown Hills Business Association 

Organiser of the Blackdown Hills marquee. The BHBA is a 
membership organisation with over 200 business members, of¬ 
fering advertising opportunities in publications such as the 
Blackdown Hills Directory and the View from The Blackdown 
Hills (10% discount for members). Members receive regular 
news bulletins giving details of opportunities and news. The 
BHBA runs regular training events and advice sessions to help 
businesses keep up to date with their training neeeds, business 
trends and changes in the law. We run regular social and net- 
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Blackdown Hills 

Business Association 



working events. The BHBA organises a monthly market in 
Taunton and takes part in the Honiton Show every year. If you 
would li ke to know more, please visit our website at 
www.bhba.org.uk or Tel 01823 681484. To source local prod¬ 
ucts and services visit www.blackdown-hills.co.uk. 

The Blackdown Hills marquee is coordinated by the Black- 
down Hills Business Association. For further details of the ac¬ 
tivities and benefits of membership, please contact the BHBA 
at St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, Cullompton, Devon 
EX15 3SJ. E: info@bhba.org.uk or Tel 01823 681484 
www.bhba.org.uk. Membership is £50 per year and includes 
listings in two on-line directories, regular networking meetings, 
training events, socials, markets and shows and much more. 
The BHBA is now compiling a new edition of the Blackdown 
Hills Directory for 2015, the on-line version is available at 
w ww.blackdown-hills .co .uk 

With thanks to Jackson Plants for their continued support of 
the BHBA at the Honiton Show www.jacksonplants.co.uk 



Julie Wing 
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Fun and talent for 
Clayhidon church fete 

CLAYHIDON'S church fete in August looks set to be 
a true classic. 

Everyone's favourite ingredients will be there plus 
some modern twists. 

There will be the dog show and dog and duck dis¬ 
play, cream teas and classic cars, but there are also 
12 classes to enter and enjoy some friendly compe¬ 
tition with your neighbours. 

The three categories include a handcrafted 3D 
item, a single bloom and in the great Clayhidon 
Bake-Off - the technical challenge of a Victoria 
sponge, a signature challenge of any entry in a muf¬ 
fin tin, plus perfect preserves. 

The creative section also includes a painted item 
on canvas and handmade crafts. 

In the greenfingers category, the old delight of a 
miniature garden on a paper plate should see some 
delightful entries as well as the fruit and veg animals 
or monsters. 

And to run off some excess energy there will be a 
sack race, egg and spoon and welly throwing. And 
on top of this there will be loads of other stalls, 
games and challenges. 

The fete at Garlands Bower, the church field next 
to St Andrews Church, Clayhidon, is on Saturday, 
August 29, and will be opened by Richard Kallaway, 
chairman of the parish council, at 2pm. 

Entry forms and programme of events are avail¬ 
able from Casey Blackmore, 681331, Nicola Bendle, 
680541, Caroline Bendle, 681047, and Kim Bur- 
ridge,680488. Closing date for entries is August 
19th. 

Over £1,000 raised for Christian Aid 

THE total amount collected for this year’s Christian 
Aid appeal from Hemyock and Culmstock, organ¬ 
ised by Patricia Fuller of St Mary's Hemyock, was 
£1,062.41. 

As well as the door to door collection donations 
were received at Hemyock's monthly market and a 
special service held at St Mary's which included a 
Christian Aid video. The service was was followed 
by tea and cake. 



■ MP Neil Parish, right, with other members of the All-Party Parliamentary 
Group on Rural Services 


MP elected treasurer of 
Rural Services group 


NEIL Parish, Member of Parliament for 
Tiverton and Honiton, has been elected 
as the new treasurer of the All-Party Par¬ 
liamentary Group on Rural Services for 
the forthcoming year. 

The APPG on Rural Services holds 
regular meetings throughout the year to 
hear evidence from rural service 
providers and to discuss the distinct 
challenges facing rural communities in 
providing these services. Recent themes 
have included rural broadband, afford¬ 
able housing, GP practices, and local 
government funding. 

Mr Parish said: “I am delighted to 
have been elected as treasurer. This will 
be a great opportunity to investigate in 
depth and draw attention to some of the 
major challenges facing my rural con¬ 
stituents. Rural residents on average 
earn less than those in cities and yet re¬ 
ceive fewer services. As an officer of 
this All-Party Group I intend to cham¬ 
pion those who live in our countryside 
and make sure that the Government is 


addressing their distinct needs.” 

Chairman of the APPG on Rural Serv¬ 
ices Graham Stuart MP said: “I have 
been very impressed at Neil Parish’s 
commitment to his rural constituents. I 
am excited to have him playing such an 
active role in the All-Party Group and 
ensuring that the rural voice is heard 
loudly in Parliament. With such a strong 
set of newly elected officers, I look for¬ 
ward to the group making important 
progress on vital issues for our rural 
constituents.” 

In Parliament Neil has been a strong 
voice for the countryside and British 
farming and had been a member of the 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Select Committee. In October 2013Mr 
Parish led a backbench business debate 
in the House of Commons on fairer 
funding for rural Local Authorities and 
called on the Minister for Local Govern¬ 
ment to consider the high cost of deliv¬ 
ering public services in rural areas. 



■ STOCKLAND Academy girls won bronze at Devon County Kwick Cricket 
Finals in Bovey Tracey. The girls had an unfortunate start and were beaten 
by eventual winners Hyde Park School, Plymouth, but came back to claim 
the bronze medals. Coach Sharon Chatting said: "The girls played really 
well." The squad consisted of Eloise Sharland (captain), Sophie Lovell, 
Molly Brake, Harriet Copeman, Florence Hayal, Flora Layard, Lydia Steele, 
Emily Barnett and Madison Allen. 



■ PUPILS at Membury Primary School have engaged in Royal correspon¬ 
dence. The Key Stage 1 children wrote to The Duke and Duchess of Cam¬ 
bridge to congratulate them on the birth of Princess Charlotte. Senior 
teacher Tracey Leganski said: "The children have all received individual 
replies." Photographed are some of the pupils and staff, proudly display¬ 
ing the cards they received in the post. 


HONITON GOLF CLUB 

> Great Sport! 

> Great Exercise! 

> Great Way to Meet 
New Friends! 


We have a busy programme of events 
suitable for players of all standards & ages. 
Weekly Men's, Ladies, Senior and Junior 
competitions, including roll ups. 

A challenging but easy walking parkland 
course with stunning views. 

Social Events throughout the year. 



Our Flexible Membership can still offer 
you the benefits of being a club member. 


www.honitongolfclub.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 44422 

Membership packages on offer now! 


View from the 

Blackdown Hills 

is produced by Tindle Newspapers Ltd 

We are pleased to include your news, 
photos and events in the paper. 
Please email any items for inclusion 

to blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 
or telephone 01297 446161 

For advertising 
please contact 
Alex Phryce-Jones 

on 01297 35750 
























View from the Blackdown Hills 


July 2015 11 


what's on 

in and around the Blackdown Hills 



A day of fun for 
all the family 

F REE children’s activities, local food and forestry 
demonstrations are all on the programme of this 
year’s Blackdown Woodland Fair on Saturday, 
July 4th at Wrangway near Wellington. 

Because it is the 200th anniversary of the battle of Wa¬ 
terloo and the fair is held under the Duke of Wellington’s 
Monument, there will be a “a Napoleonic living history 
display” with lots of marching in uniform, rifles and can¬ 
nons , (what’s the link to wood,) well after the battle a 
Chestnut tree was cut down and made into a chair for the 
Duke, it now resides in the Palace of Westminster. 

There will be a large free children’s activity area where 
children can have a go at a range of activities including 
fire lighting, den building and other bush craft skills. 

Other activities and displays on offer include a wide 
range of demonstrations such as wood carving and furni¬ 
ture making, tree surgery and pole climbing, chainsaw 
carving, horse logging , steam saws and machinery, bow 
and hurdle making, willow work and cleft work. 

There will be a charity auction in aid of St Margrets 
Hospice with items donated from the stall holders and 
public. 

The grown ups will also get the opportunity to try some 
activities including archery, green-woodworking and tree 
and pole climbing. Local food and drink, including cider, 
and beer from Otter Brewery, apple juice, wood-fired piz¬ 
zas, fresh bread, fresh meat, ice cream, and tea and cakes 
will be available all day. 

A range of wood and other products will be on offer 
from a wide range of stalls, from small craft stands to log 
cabins. 

The fair is organised by the Blackdown and East Devon 
Woodland Association, an organisation dedicated to the 
management and conservation of woodlands, 

This is a real family day out and offers a safe and secure 
environment where families can allow children to explore 
and try new things and soak up the atmosphere. 

The Blackdown Hills Woodland Fair is open to the public 
from 10am. Under 16s get in free, while entry for adults 
only costs just £7.50 per person, OAP’s £6 .There is free 
car parking and the fair will be signed on all major roads. 


WATERLOO 200 is made up of a number of 
events in and around Wellington, to mark the 
200th anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo in Bel¬ 
gium on 18 June 1815. 

One of these events will be held at the Black- 
down Woodland Fair on Saturday, 4 July, which 
will be held under the monument to the Duke and 
on the estate that was once owned by the famous 
former prime minister. 

On 18 June 1815 the Duke faced his adversary 
Napoleon Bonaparte at the Battle of Waterloo. At 
the Woodland Fair the 95th Rifles and the Royal 
Horse Artillery will display some of the training 
and skills that helped gain victory on that day, to¬ 
gether with marching and musket firing displays. 
The Duke’s army travelled with animals, women 
and children who lived in tents and 


temporary shelters. You will be able to visit the 
living history camp at the woodland fair and dis¬ 
cover about army life 200 years ago, talk to a Ri¬ 
fleman or a gunner or a cook about what it took 
to be a soldier or a follower at that time. 

The 95th Rifles were new and innovative at the 
time, and were the forerunner of the modern sol¬ 
dier, dressed in the distinctive green uniform and 
armed with rifles. 

It is hoped that a canon will be fired to mark the 
200th anniversary of this famous battle. The 3rd 
95th are members of The Napoleonic Association. 
The display is part funded by Wellington Town 
Council and the Blackdown Hills AONB, and the 
Woodland fair is organised by the Blackdown & 
East Devon Woodland Association. Pictured is a 
scene from last year’s woodland fair. 


diary dates 


Saturday July 4th Blackdown Woodland Fair at 
Wrangway with a living history re-enactment of 
the Battle of Waterloo, 10am, £7.50, under 16s 
free, oaps £6. 

Friday July 10th Michael Chapman (70’s 
folk/rock icon in rare live outing, support by Harry 
Skinner & Dave Saunders from The Producers at 
The Bam @ Square+Compass, Windmill Hill, Nr 
Ilminster, Somerset TA19 9NX 01823 480467 
Adv £12, Door £14 , doors 8pm, start 9pm. Tick¬ 
ets available from the venue, collect in person or 
phone to pay by card. Tickets also available on¬ 
line from www.mojopromo.co.uk. 

Sunday July 19th Blackdown Hills Gardening 
club outing to Chideock Manor, DT6 6LF, 
2.00pm, £10 including tea and cake. Seven acres 
of formal and informal gardens, directions on 
NGS website. All welcome to come along, 
http ://www.upottery.com. 

Saturday July 25th Angersleigh Church Fair, to 
be held at Lowton Manor, Lowton, starting at 2.30 
pm. There is no charge for parking or entry. A tra¬ 
ditional church fair with home-made teas, plants, 
cakes, produce, books, new to you, glamorous bits 
and bobs, coconut shy, bottle stall, a raffle, bouncy 
castle, pony rides and games for children. Please 
do not bring dogs. 


If you are holding an event in the 
Blackdown Hills and would like it 
included as a Diary Date in the paper 
please email the details to 
alex@tindlenews.co.uk. 

Don't forget to include the date, time, 
place, organiser's name and a brief 
description of the event. 



MID DEVON SHOW 


Saturday 25 July 2015 

Knightshayes / Chettiscombe, Tiverton 
Tel 01884 820859 


Broke FMX Freestyle Team * Vintage Farm Machinery Parade 
YFC Competition • The City of Exeter Pipes & Drums 
Private Driving * Parade of Hounds • Heavy Horses 
Grand Parade & Presentations • Pony Club Games 

Award Winning Show! 

www.middevonshow.co.uk 
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At 

Wrangway 

Wellington, 

Somerset TA21 9QF 
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Co me and enjoy the 
world of wood, in a 
beautiful setting dose to 
Wellington Monument. 
This family-friendly event 
will bring together some 
of the best wood-related 
activities from Somerset, 
Devon and Dorset 

W.3 tceloo 200 


Organised by the Blackdown and Ed41 
Qpvtjn Woodland Association. any 
supported by the Fd-rcstry Commission, 
[he Blackdown Hi Ms Trust, the Siivamis 
Trust and the Blackdown Hills aunb 


www.woodbiz.cOi.ijk 


More details visit: 
www,wo odbizxo.uk 
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In aid of Mid Devon Town & Country Show Society Ltd. Charity No: 1029231 

also supporting: Age UK - Mid Devon 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Local Services in the Blackdown Hills 


Building Services 



Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 
CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


V 
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• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 



Roofing 




Working in partnership with 

RED HOME LETTINGS and 
CONSORT SERVICES LTD 


AMB ROOFING SERVICES 


RAISING ROOFING STANDARDS 

Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs (felt) 

New Roofs/Re-Roofs/Repairs 
Fascia/Soffit/Guttering 
Chimney Work 
Free Quotations 
All work guaranteed 
All tradesman fully qualified 
~ Now offering Solar Panel Installation 

EMAIL ambroofingservices@gmail.com 
TEL 01404 549559 / 07784 364712 


IW 


Gardens 



ORNHAYES 
URSERY 

Quality Trees 


from Devon 


Westcountry Apple Trees 

(PLUS OTHER FRUIT TREES), 

Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
Advisory Service 


Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 
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Gardens 


Arboricare Ltd 

The cutting edge of tree care. 


✓ Surveys/Reports / Rillarriing 

/ Plant inn / Crown Reshaping 

y Pruning / Thinning 

y telling / Stumpgrinding 

y Fully Insured 

Apfutxtd Cunfraitin of lAr ArbMifultwol Assoaiilt/tu 

✓ 24 Hr Call Out / Estate Management 
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Furniture & Joinery 



avid Lloyd 


CABINET MAKER 


Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 
ww w.davidrlloy d .co .uk info @ davidrlloyd .co .uk 



Kitchens, Furniture And Bespoke 
•O t Joinery. Please Visit 
i, Tk- J My Website To See 

My Extensive Portfolio. r 


Peter Cooper 


Tel: 07960 SB9734 

•-mail: pe tw why h notwood.com 



Set Build / Carpentry f joinery 
Hardwood Flooring/ Furniture 
Fencing / Decking 
Kitchen* / Shopfittng 



If you are interested in 
advertising on our 


Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 


page please 
contact Alex 


on 


alex@tindle 

news.co.uk 
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or on 


2jfr £19 ^9 

01297 320021 



01297 35750 













































SOUTHERN FUELS 


Independent oil company based 
locally in Wilmington. 

Call us for best prices on: 

H Agricultural / Red Diesel 

Road Diesel ^ 

Competitively priced 
Prompt and reliable service gfer -> r- 

01404 831775 

southernfuels@btconnect.com 

Most major credit cards accepted. Charges may apply 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


RODGERS 


SOUTH WEST 


'experience the difference' 


Now the Summer market-place is here we urgently require quality homes 
in your region for buyers relocating from all areas of the UK, especially 

from London & the Home Counties. 

If you are considering a move, now is an excellent time to show 

your property & gardens at its best. 

FREE VALUATIONS OFFERED WITHOUT 
OBLIGATION & DISCRETION ASSURED. 


01823 252 500 

Many sales being arranged extremely discretely through our excellent 
database of motivated cash & relocating buyers. No need to show dozens 
of buyers around - these buyers can act quickly & without fuss. 



Near Spaxton £595,000 Monksilver £400,000 


Available for the first time in over 50 yrs. Dating back to around 1874, this wonderful family home is rurally located yet Individual detached three bedroom dormer bungalow situated in this popular village in the Brendon Hills. The property 

not too isolated with magnificent views and has much scope to improve further if required. Having five double is located at the end of a quiet road & benefits from outstanding views on all sides over neighbouring farmland, 

bedrooms, three large reception rooms along with a conservatory. The well-balanced accommodation is set within The accommodation comprises three bedrooms, family bathroom, sitting room, with glazed door to dining room, 

truly glorious lawn gardens and productive vegetable and fruit gardens of around a third of an acre with various seating Feature kitchen diner with utility, pantry, downstairs WC and studio room. There is a garage with hobbies room over, 

areas taking in the views. Large Garage & Victorian stables. The gardens surround the property to three sides with areas laid to lawn, various flower beds, and terraces. 


RODGERS 


SOUTH WEST 


Town and Country Home Specialists 
South West Office Taunton 18 Bridge Street, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 1UB 


01823 252 500 

www.rodgerssouthwest.com 

e sales@rodgerssouthwest.com 
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RESIDENTIAL SALES AND LETTINGS . MORTGAGES . VALUERS . COMMERCIAL . LAND & NEW HOMES . COUNTRY & EQUESTRIAN 



A Complete property service for the 
Blackdown Hills and surrounding areas. 

01460 63600 


A SPECIALIST MARKETING SERVICE FOR RURAL PROPERTIES 

At Derbyshire’s we recognise that village and rural properties require specialist marketing, and have a department which 
just specialises in these properties covering the villages and hamlets between Yeovil and Taunton. Our service was recently 
described by Marcus Whewell, CEO of the Guild of Professional Estate Agents, as “uniquely filling the gap between where the High 

Street Agents finish and the Country House boys begin”. 



Ashill, Ilminster - £575,000 


A stunning and spacious 4 bedroom family home. 

Comprises: Entrance porch, large kitchen/dining 
room, 2 reception rooms, cloakroom, master bedroom 
suite, 3 further bedrooms, family bathroom. Private 
driveway with ample parking, double garage, heated 
swimming pool, pool summerhouse and winterised 
log cabin, a stunning Barbecue Lodge, rear garden. 

EPC D. 
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Chaffcombe- £525,000 


Adetached barn conversion. Comprises: master 
bedroom overlooking the gardens, master en-suite, 
guest room with guest en-suite, two further 
bedrooms, bathroom, lounge, kitchen/breakfast 
room, dining room, utility room, cloakroom, 
conservatory, car port for 3 cars, ample parking and 
gardens just over an acre. The property benefits from 
oil-fired central heating and double glazing. 




Lydmarsh, Chard- £565,000 


A 4/5 bedroom bungalow. Comprises: porch, 
entrance hall, sitting room, kitchen/diner,bedroom 5, 
4 further bedrooms, family bathroom, utility room, 
huge loft space , double garage with workshop, 
summerhouse, gravel driveway, gardens and paddock 
of approximately 1.55 acres. The property benefits 
from having a private water supply via a borehole and 
a 4kW Solar system. EPC D. 



Combe St Nicholas- £339,950 


A delightful detached 16th Century thatched cottage 
on the edge of this favoured village. Comprises : 
three bedrooms, lounge, dining room, drawing room, 
kitchen / breakfast room, bathroom, gardens, garage 
and parking. Oil fired central heating. Benefits from 
planning permission to extend creating a four 
bedroom and a master en-suite. EPC F. 


Tatworth, Chard- £310,000 


An detached house with no onward chain in the 
village of South Chard. Comprises : 3 bedrooms, 
bathroom, study, lounge, kitchen/breakfast room, 
utility area, dining room, cloakroom, porch, entrance 
hall, side porch, garage, parking, large garden. 
Requires updating, but benefits from partly upvc 
double glazing and central heating. 


Tatworth £249,950 


A detached bungalow set in a good sized plot with 
gardens. Comprises: Entrance porch, kitchen, inner 
hall with loft access, sitting room with dining area, 
conservatory leading out from the sitting room, 
master bedroom, 2 further bedrooms, bathroom and a 
large garage/workshop. EPC D. 


London Property Exhibitions 


As members of the Guild of Professional Estate Agents, our properties are marketed through the Guild’s prestigious offices in Park Lane London throughout the 
year. However in addition we hold regular Somerset Property Exhibitions during which we completely take over and staff the Guild’s offices. This provides us with 
a unique opportunity to sit down with London Buyers and discuss their individual requirements, effectively taking our property portfolio to London. 


Derbyshire’s 


Ucuje and TDeuntn/ ► 

If you think your property would benefit from our specialist 
approach to rural properties please contact: 

Marcus Bond from The Village & Country team on 01460 63600. 


riqhtmovel 


www.derbyshires.net 
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www.bestsofhoniton.co.uk 


134 High Street, Honiton, Devon. EX14 1JP - 01404 42436 - 

CUSTOMER CAR PARK OFF KINGS STREET WITH ACCESS TO REAR OF STORE 

RROWSEATYOUR LEISURE 

HOME SELECTION SERVICE ON ELECTRIC LIFT & RISE RECLINERS, FIRESIDE CHAIRSCARPETS AND VINYLS 

WE FREE DELIVER GOODS OVER £150. WITHIN A 25 MILE RADIUS. 


BESTS 

OF HONITON 


PETS 


HARRISON’S I 
__ NATURAL 


LOR 


DT 


A 


G 


EztfSGMT 

CONDITIONS APPLY IN STORE 


FREE ESTIMATES 1 
WE CAN MOVE FURNITURE 
. WE CAN DISPOSE OF OLD 
I WE CAN EASE DOORS 


CLEARANCE LINES: 

SIENA EXTENDING OAK DINING TABLE WAS £699 NOW £199 
3' AAMIRA MATTRESS WAS £189J\IQW £89 
2'C" ADJUSTABLE MATTRESS WAS £400 NOW £99 
RELAX CHARLBURY FIRESIDE CHAIR WAS £368 NOW £299 
SHERBORNE WINDSOR LIFT & RISE WAS £838 NOW £599 
3' CAMEO HEADBOARD RRP £88 =1 £30 
MAHOGANY CD RACK WAS £195 NOW £97 
TEAK BOOKCASE WAS £340 NOW £170 
RELAX JENNY CHAIR WAS £399 NOW 265 
SHERBORNE FIRESIDE CHAIR WAS £508 NOW £339 
TEAK AUDIO VISUAL UNIT WAS £428 NOW 285 






DREAMWORKS SOFAS AND 
SOFAREDS 

LUXURY FIBRE FILL CUSHIONS & 
POCKET SPRUNG MATTRESS 
CHAIR £387 

SOFA FROM £699 - SOFA BED £935 

DUCHESS BEDSTEAD 
3' SIZE £170 


Any width 
Any length 
Any Height 


Even a choice 
of firmness 


SHERBORNE IYNTON AND ASHFORD 
SOITES WERE £1579 NOW £1394 

Suite prices are quoted for a sofa and 2 chairs in a 
large choice of fabric covers, leathers are available 
also recliners & 3 seater sofas, all in a choice of sizes 
for optimum support and comfort. 
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FIRESIDE CHAIRS FROM £199. 
ACCENT/BEDROOM CHAIRS FROM £152 
CAMBORNE SOFAS FROM £395 

CARE RECLINERS FROM £5 


lAi ii it 




The Pearl 6000 — Luxurious comfort from using the finest 
natural materials combined with innovative design and 
the latest technology ensure the ultimate sleeping 
experience. 

During our sale the entire 
range of Harrisons Beds are 
reduced in price, for example 
a 5' Pearl 6000 divan set with 
4 drawers has a SSP of £1539 

OUR PRICE IS £1173 


KING £235 


BEDS, MATTRESSES & BEDSTEADS 






NOW AT SALE PRICES 

ADULT MATTRESSES FROM £94 
BEDS FROM £160 
BEDSTEADS FROM £129 
ADJUSTABLE BEDS 
FROM £589 VAT EXEMPT 
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BEAUTIFUL PINE BEDRO 

ALL AT 10% 

ri& 


NINGfuRNITURE 
Irmal PRICES 


HIGH QUALITY SOLID 
HARDWOOD HANDMADE 
OCCASIONAL FURNITURE - 
BEAUTIFUL AND FUNCTIONAL 
AT SALE PRICES 


SUTCLIFFE FINE FURNITURE TEAK, MAHOGANY AND WILD CHERRY 
25% OFF RRP - NATIONWIDE DELIUERY. 




• * * 
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All items subject to availability 





















